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  [[Nick Dante 1/5/18]] 
[[Henri Temianka Correspondence 
         Martin Kamen 
          Letter #11]] 
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Dear Emma Mae + Henri – 
 These are hard times to  
write. 
 Beka’s long torment ended  
Friday Nov. 8th. She had  
been doing well up to  
the middle of October and  
we all thought she was  
on the way back, but a  
virus infection hit her  
crippled liver then. She  
had to go back to the  
hospital Oct. 28th. Her  
condition remained un- 
changed until Nov. 1st  
when she suddenly lapsed 
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into a coma from which she  
never emerged. 
 She is now resting in our  
family plot in Chicago, from  
where David and I have  
just returned. I am now  
starting on this chore of writing  
to all of the people who would  
want to know. And there are many  
all over the world. 
 David is adjusting well, as  
could be expected in view of the  
marvelous job she did on him. 
I am not doing so well. For-  
tunately there is so much to do –  
sorting her papers, manuscripts,  
etc., -- that I can dull the numb-  
ness and pain to some extent.  
 We had many conversations  
when her illness allowed her  
lucidity and our future plans  
are quite explicit. 
 But for now there are the  
memories – and we are fortunate  
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here because she left us  
a store varied and rich  
beyond description. She  
was only 43 but, even  
with the last five years  
lost, she lived a fuller  
life than most humans  
are permitted in twice that  
span. 
 And this is all I can  
write now.  
 
        As ever, 
   
Martin 
 
 KAMEN 
 
Nov. 17 - 1963 
 
 
 
 
 
